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“The European Union’s most important feature remains that we are all,
even the greatest nations, minorities within a common Europe.”

The Key to Our Success:






European Values,

[ransylvanian Features

ver since its establishment after the fall of the
communist régime in Romania, the Democratic Alliance
of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ) has in a dedicated
and consistent manner supported the Euro-Atlantic
integration of this country. As soon as the beginning of
the nineties, the political formation belonged to the European
family of center-right political entities. The RMDSZ represents the
interests of one and a half million Hungarians in Romania. For 22
years our main pursuit has been to preserve the identity of this
community while we were all along adepts of the principles of a
democratic state of law and of an open-minded and welcoming
society within the European Union. These are inseparable
concepts and this is why the focus in the new program of the
European People’s Party (EPP) on historical minorities is of
enormous importance to us. These ethnic groups are organic parts
of equal rights of the state and society they live in, the state and
society they in so many ways enrich. For this to come true the
protection and exercise of the cultural, linguistic and religious
self-identity of historical ethnic minorities are needed.

1]

There are several European models to guide the Hungarian
community in Romania to establish a wide circle of linguistic,
individual and collective rights and to preserve the special features
of historical ethnic minorities.

The RMDSZ determines its active policies along these lines.

Our publication presents the 22 years’ history of the Democratic
Alliance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ2), its outstanding
programs, its consistent policy while it also offers an insight into the
everyday life, customs and wonderful traditions of the Hungarians KELEMEN HUNOR,
in Transylvania. president of the RMDSZ
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Community Alive

ungarians living in Romania form one of the larg-
est national minorities in Europe. The provisional
data of the 2011 census reveal that 1,237,746
citizens (6.5 percent of the total population of
Romania) consider themselves Hungarians.
Hungarians represent approximately 20 percent of
the total population of Transylvania; in Szeklerland
(Harghita and Covasna Counties) they form the
majority.
The overwhelming majority (99 percent) of the
Hungarian population of Romania lives in Transylvanian
counties (Arad, Bistrita-Ndsdud, Bihor, Brasov, Alba,

Harghita, Hunedoara, Cluj, Covasna, Caras-Severin,
Maramures, Mures, Satu Mare, Sibiu, Sdlaj, Timis). During
the last census 18.9 percent of the total population of
this region declared themselves Hungarian. In Mures
County the proportion of the Hungarian population is
37.8 percent. Hungarians form a majority of 84.8 per
cent in Harghita County, while in Covasna County they
represent 73.6 percent of the population.

Census data from 2002 reveal that 46.6 percent of
the Hungarians in Romania belong to the Hungarian
Reformed Church, 41 percent to the Roman Catholic
Church, and 4.5 percent to the Unitarian Church.







n December the 25" 1989, on the aftermath of the fall of the Communist regime, the Democratic Alli-
ance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ) came into being with the purpose of representing the interests
and community of Hungarians living in Romania. Organized according to the rules of inner pluralism, the
members of RMDSZ belong to county/regional organizations, to ideologically conceived platforms and
to associated organizations. The associated organizations of the Alliance are social, scientific, cultural or

professional groups and youth organizations.

22 Years -

a Single Alliance: RMDSZ

MAIN PRINCIPLES

Autonomous Transylvanian Politics

The Alliance has undertaken the task of represent-
ing the interests of the Romanian Hungarian community
in Romanian and European politics as well. Ever since its
establishment, the formation supported the necessity of
a united and self-consistent Hungarian political life. This is
based on the principle that living as a minority, the Transyl-
vanian Hungarian community should politically be repre-
sented by a single, united organization that would offer a
framework for varied ideologies and not by various political
parties. While pursuing its objectives, the RMDSZ seeks
to establish equal to equal relations with Romanian and
European political actors expecting these not to formulate
its goals but to help the formation achieve its own objec-
tives. The RMDSZ is convinced the Hungarians community
in Romania is the only entity entitled to make decisions
concerning the Hungarian community in Romania.

Historical Step: an Ethnical Political Organization
Joining the Government

Following the parliamentary elections in 1996, the
RMDSZ faced a historical chance: it was possible to
implement the objectives formulated in its program
regarding both the general democratic development of
Romanian society and the solving of minority-related
issues as member of the governing coalition. The politi-
cal forces constituting the governing coalition - the
Christian Democrat Peasant Party (PNTCD), the National
Liberal Part (PNL), the Romanian Party for Social Democ
racy (PDSR), the Democratic Party (PD) and the RMDSZ
- signed a governing and parliamentary agreement. The
Agreement declares that for the political support of
the new government and for the development of a new
model for the cohabitation of ethnic groups the pres-

ence of the RMDSZ in the governing coalition is required.

Owing to its results achieved in the 1990, 1992,
1996, 2000, 2004, 2008 and 2012 elections and to
its activity within local governments, the parliament
and government structures, the RMDSZ is a significant,
unavoidable element of Romanian political life.

Tight Cooperation with Hungarian democratic politi-
cal formations

Itis for the benefit of the representative organization
of the Hungarian community in Romania to cooperate well
with the Hungarian Government and with democratic po-
litical formations in Hungary. Concerning Hungarian-Hun-
garian relations, the RMDSZ considers that the support of
the Hungarian Government is vital to Hungarian spiritual
and cultural life outside Hungarian borders. Hungarians
outside Hungary need to rely on a strong and clear Hun-
garian political life and on a Hungarian Government that
would maintain constant and trustworthy relations of co-
operation with Hungarian organizations outside Hungary.
Interstate and intergovernmental relations also need to
be good as they contribute to the realization of the aims
of these organizations. The RMDSZ wishes to support the
strategic partnership between Romania and Hungary as
it is convinced the two states need to cooperate so as to
define the life of the entire geographic area.

Strong presence in Europe

From the very first moment the RMDSZ has repre-
sented the Christian Democrat value system. In Septem-
ber 1993 the organization became a permanent member
of the European Democrat Union (EDU) and in October
1999 became a full member of the European People’s
Party being the first among Hungarian organizations
and Romanian parties in the Carpathian Basin to acquire
that status. Despite all these, the RMDSZ is built on the
principle of political pluralism manifested through the
functioning of platforms organized within the Alliance
on ideological bases.
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The RMDSZ is also a member of
the Federal Union of European Na-
tionalities (FUEV-FUEN), and of the
Unrepresented Nations and Peoples
Organization (UNPO).

Our Activity: a Positive Influence
on Hungarian Politics in the Car-
pathian Basin

During the last 22 years, the
RMDSZ focused on cooperation and
dialogue with the majority. Partici-
pating in the governing coalition is
important as the Alliance can greatly
contribute through governmental
means to the improvement of the life
of the Hungarian community in Ro-
mania. The presence and role in the
Romanian Government of the RMDSZ
protects the status and future of
ethnic minorities in Romania and
safeguards their evolution. The pres-
ence of the RMDSZ in the Romanian
Government is not limited to benefits
in the field of Romanian politics: the
fact bears an important message for
states in the Carpathian Basin where
ethnical issues have lately appeared
to be increasingly problematic.
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"STRUCTURE

Presidents

From 1989 to 1993 the first president of RMDSZ was Géza Domo-
kos. Béla Marké was president of the Alliance from 1993 to 2011. His
successor, Hunor Kelemen became president of the RMDSZ elected by
the Congress in 2011.

Decisive bodies

The Alliance functions according to the principle of organizational
self-government, distinguishing between legislative, executive and
controlling bodies.

The Congress is the utmost decisive body of the Alliance.

The decisive bodies of the Alliance in between two Congresses are:
the Council of Representatives of the Alliance (SZKT-CRA), the Per-
manent Council of the Alliance (SZAT-PCA), and the Alliance Presi-
dency (AP).

The General Secretariat is the executive body of the Alliance. It
implements the decrees passed by the Congress, the CRA, the PCA
and the AP. Accordingly, the GS it reaches decisions within its own
competence.

The consulting bodies of the Alliance are: the Consulting Council of
Regional Presidents (TEKT-CCRP), the Consulting Council of Platforms
(PKT-CCP) and the National Council of Self-Governments (OOT-NCS).
The bodies credited with controlling are the Regulation Control Com-
mission of the Alliance, the Ethical and Disciplinary Commission of the
Alliance and the Alliance Control Commission.




Curiosities in the
History of the RMDS/

Did you know that...... ?

¢ the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania
is @ movement established during the change in the
political regime in order to represent every aspect of
the Hungarian community in Transylvania

¢ the various aspects of the Hungarian community in
Transylvania are represented by various platforms
in the Alliance (Transylvanian Hungarian Initiative,
Platform for the Equality of Chances Across Borders,
Christian Democratic Platform, National Liberal Circle,
Women for Women, Romanian Hungarian Entrepre-
neurs’ Platform, Liberal Circle, Social Democratic
Platform)

e the first official document of the Alliance, its Declara-
tion formulated on December the 25" 1989 states:
"The Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania
is based on the autonomy rights of Hungarians in
Romania”

e in the first democratic parliamentary elections orga-
nized in Romania on May the 20t 1990 the RMDSZ
gathered 991 601 votes (7,.23%) for the House of
Commons and 1 004 353 votes (7,20) for Senate, by
which the RMDSZ ranked then as the second political
force in Romania

e the RMDSZ is the steadiest and the most consistent
political actor in Romania: since the first elections
it has been the only Romanian political force with
continuous representation in the parliament without
ever having changed its name or ideology: the Alli-
ance has continuously upgraded its political program
according to the democratic development and the
European integration of the country

* the Alliance has adopted a political program urging
for European integration already at its second con-
gress (Brasov, 1993) and it has represented it both in
the Romanian parliament and in European fora

e in Hungarian-Hungarian relations the Alliance stands
for the principle of equal vicinity with Hungarian dem-
ocratic parties and for efficient cooperation with the
Hungarian government based on the above principles

in the opinion of the Alliance Hungarian-Hungarian
relations should always according to the internation-
al practice and tradition enforce the political repre-
sentation of the Hungarian community in Romania
instead of weakening it

for an increasingly efficient representation of Hun-
garian interests the RMDSZ supports the continuous
improvement of Romanian-Hungarian relations consoli-
dating by this the stability of the region, the develop-
ment of economic relations, the European integration
of the two states through cooperation on the level of
the two governments, local governments and NGOs

the Alliance cooperated in the organizing of the first
joint meeting of the Romanian and Hungarian gov-
ernment in October 2005

historical churches in Romania are gaining their
confiscated property back (over 1100 buildings, so
far) on the basis of the principle restiutio in integrum
sustained by the Alliance
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Interview with Hunor Kelemen, President of the RMDS/Z

A New Chapter

In Alllance with the Hungarian
Community In Romania

unor Kelemen has been president of the RMDSZ since February the 26 2011. He is pursuing the objectives

established in his political program entitled “Alliance for Hungarians”. Hunor Kelemen has been a member

of the Alliance for the last 16 years. He entered politics as state secretary for culture and continued as an

MP and later as executive president. As executive president of the RMDSZ he gained insight into the work

of local organizations and participated in elaborating the inner structure and program of the Alliance. Since
2011 as president of the formation he has been working for the widening of the circle of rights exercised by the
Hungarian community in Romania, for the improvement of their living standards and for the Romanian society to ac-
cept and respect in the spirit of the European system of values the rights of this historical ethnic minority of one and

a half million souls.

Mr. President, you have been an
active public figure for a long
time. Why did you wish to be-
come president of the RMDSZ?

I chose to enter public life
already as a student. Not necessar-
ily politics but public life anyway.
| founded a newspaper, edited it, |
wrote, | organized a team and did
my best to build our community.
Whenever a task came along | was
happy to fulfill it but | myself have
been on the lookout for new chal-
lenges all the time. | was summoned
in January 1997 and | accepted to
enter politics. | have been work-
ing for the Democratic Alliance of
Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ)
ever since thus | had 15 years at my
disposal to get to know our Alliance.
And | do know its ups and downs
as | know the problems Hungarians
are facing here, the issues trou-
bling various communities. | have
acquired an amount of experience
and knowledge that entitles me
to say | am able to undertake the
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office of president to the RMDSZ.

| have a clear image of Hungarians
in Transylvania, in Romania. | can
imagine how this community should
continue its journey and | also know
the time for changes has arrived.

Our aimis to

secure a future
for Hungarians
in Transylvania

What have you done as president
of the RMDSZ to reinforce the
trust invested by electors in the
Alliance?

The RMDSZ has got one perennial
ally: the community of Hungarians
in Romania. The RMDSZ belongs to
Hungarian people in Romania and
not to politicians. We needed to
reinforce the faith in us of those who
have worked for the benefit of the
Hungarian community. | hope we can
restore the trust of those who have
lately avoided public life. A strong,

consistent and authentic RMDSZ is
for the best interest of all Hungari-
ans. As | see it, true dialogue requires
us to listen to people’s problems and
opinions and to sincerely explain

the arguments behind our decisions.
Change depends not only on the new
president and his team. It is a joint
task and responsibility: we need to
transform the Alliance together. If
we wish to bring the RMDSZ closer
to people, then our politicians need
to learn to keep continuous contact
with their electors and to be visible
to them. Last March we have initi-
ated a wide program under the title
Transylvanian Consultation. Within it,
through our local organizations and
with the help of volunteers we are
asking the members of our commu-
nity: what are the priorities of the
Hungarians in Romania, what are

the tasks they would assign to the
organization representing their inter-
ests. We have designed our program
according to the answers received
and this is the program we are using



in the election campaign this autumn as represents the
will of the Hungarian community.

For more than two years together with the Demo-
cratic Liberal Party (PD-L) the RMDSZ was part of
the Romanian government and you were head of
the Ministry of Culture. What were the results for
the RMDSZ?

The law on education became effective in 2011.
Its implementation was in several cases and it still is a
challenge to us. Despite all its flaws and related difficul-
ties, the implementation of the law on education was an
important and valuable step. Another important result
of our participation in government was that with the
required sacrifices though but still we have managed to
keep the budget in balance and Romania has avoided the
trap so many EU member states have not. These coun-
tries have to make now the difficult decisions we made
in 2010-2011. This is not to imply we were cleverer but
more disciplined yes, we were. We realized the problem
was of a magnitude that would not allow for popular
delays, indiscipline and lack of responsibility. People
have come to accept this especially as they see what
happens in Europe today. They understand now that the
austerity measures were taken not out of a taste of the
government for torturing tax-paying citizens. The activ-
ity of the Ministry of Culture is also a valuable result of
our being part of the governing coalition. We could con-
tinue and support programs such as the restoration of
historical monuments or the support of various reviews.
We have advanced in the domain of the preservation
of our cultural and spiritual heritage by recommending
the Roman Catholic pilgrimage at Sumuleu Ciuc for the
UNESCO World Heritage List. | can only say the last two
and a half years were benefic for the RMDSZ.

The politicians of the RMDSZ are concerned with
economic issues. During the summer you have
presented with MEP luliu Winkler the Transylva-
nia 2020 economic program. What is this strategy
based on?

The Transylvania 2020 program is our own prepar-
ing and our preparation of the community for the 2014-
2020 financial framework of the EU. Following a series
of thorough consultations we are by the end of this year
elaborating the strategy and action plan we intend to
incorporate into the Romania 2020 Plan our country is
expected to present in Brussels at the beginning of 2013.
The Transylvania 2020 program focuses on cohesion and
integration, on economic development and employment.
We do not want Transylvania and the communities of
Hungarians in Romania to be left out of these processes.
This is why we started to elaborate this strategy and plan
and to formulate very clear, palpable objectives. Our plans

HUNOR KELEMEN

and the programs Romania will initiate from 2014 onwards
matter a great deal. They might determine the nature of
EU funds this country is going to be able to explore and
our own position as Transylvanian Hungarians, local gov-
ernments and communities within the entire framework.
These are not dreams based on unnamable sources - we
are talking about definite plans and established funds. Our
aim is to secure a future for Hungarians in Transylvania so
that they be able to plan and construct their life on their
native land, to have a job and a decent income there and
to feel they are leading a secure life in Romania.

What are the objectives of the RMDSZ for the fol-
lowing period?

We are obviously preparing for the autumn election
campaign - this is the greatest challenge of the moment.
A series of important issues will emerge next year and
the RMDSZ is keen on making its voice heard and pre-
senting its point of view concerning those issues. Such
an issue is the restitution of private and church property
confiscated during the time of the communist régime. In
2013 Romania will have to account for this matter be-
fore the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg
and will have to settle such matters through a clear
and definite law regulating the field. It is a vital neces-
sity for the Hungarian community in Romania that the
RMDSZ be present, representing its firm standpoint in
the matter by the time it is discussed. The other topic of
utmost importance is the amendment of the Romanian
constitution. We have recommendations for the amend-
ment of each and every paragraph in the constitution. A
significant issue is the status of Hungarian as a regional
official language, as it de facto already is the language
of use in the Szekler region. The administrative territo-
rial reorganization of the country is again discussed and
we need to represent the interests of the Hungarian
community in this respect as well. We are facing a period
rich in challenges and the Alliance is prepared to engage.
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Ethnic minority
‘omoting
Uropean diversity

LASZLO BORBELY

IR,

ince the very beginning of its existence, the
Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania
(RMDSZ) has stood up consistently for the
implementation of minority rights in Romania
and in Europe. This is one of the main priorities
of the Alliance in the Parliament in Bucharest and in
the Romanian Government, but this is the main focus
abroad as well: namely that the European Union should
recognize diversity as a common value and that it should
support a joint engagement in the tasks sustaining this
diversity. Laszl6 Borbély, the political Vice-President of
the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania, tells
us more about the 22 years of work and its results.

The RMDSZ represents a minority that accounts
for approximately 7% of Romania’s total popula-
tion. How is it possible that in spite of this the
RMDSZ was able to play an active role both on the
Romanian political scene and in the governing of
the country during the last two decades?

| would first speak about our activity in the Govern-
ment. It is important to know that the RMDSZ is an
Alliance. Since we represent the rights of the ethnic
Hungarian community living in Romania, it was a very
important moment for us when the majority in the
Romanian Parliament decided in 1996 to grant our Alli-
ance a place in the governing coalition. This was crucial
because a great deal of tensions and prejudice had been
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...the RMDSZ can
fulfill an important
role in Romania’s
foreign policy...

accumulated against the ethnic
Hungarian community ever since
communist times, but afterwards as
well - we have also been confronted
with an interethnic conflict in 1990
in Marosvasarhely/Targu Mures that
has unfortunately in that period
deeply affected the peaceful co-
existence of the two communities.
After taking over government roles
starting with 1996, we began to
feel that the Romanian community
has accepted us, we were in charge
of functions bearing high respon-
sibility and, of course, we were
accountable for the governing of
the country, we were in charge of
ministries and we could also be of
help to our ethnic Hungarian com-
munity. This had a positive effect
both on the coexistence of Roma-
nians and ethnic Hungarians, and
on the dismantling of the prejudices
according to which ethnic Hungar-
ians could not be entrusted with
functions of high responsibility -
because, we have to admit, there
had been such prejudices under the
communist and under Ceausescu'’s
regime, but now we could step by
step dismantle these in the Roma-
nian public awareness.

How would you assess the
political activity of the RMDSZ,
looking now back on a work of
more than a decade and a half?
Now, after 16 years of activity,
we can say that we are not only ac-
cepted, but it goes without saying
that | can for example be the Presi-
dent of the Foreign Policy Commit-

tee of the Chamber of Deputies of
the Romanian Parliament, or that
the RMDSZ can fulfill an important
role in Romania’s foreign policy,
and indeed, we did have an impor-
tant role when Romania’s applica-
tion for NATO and EU membership
was discussed, since we have
been consulted as well. We have
always pointed out that the rights
of the national minorities have to
be taken into account, but we also
know that Europe and the entire
world will appreciate if we are able
to prove that we are present, if
we chose the path of dialogue and
intend to achieve various rights
or forms of autonomy by politi-
cal means. For that we need the
approval of the majority and this
is exactly how we were able to
introduce in the constitution and in
the text of various laws provisions
that make the use of the mother-
tongue possible and also provide
the possibility of being educated
in one’s mother-tongue. But of
course, there are other issues as
well, as the restitution of forests
to the communities in the areas
inhabited by Szeklers. All these
and other achievements, like the
amendment of the constitution,
would not have been possible
without us being there and having
the possibility to explain to our
colleagues the importance of these
matters, so that they could add to
our 7% their 44 or 60%.

We still have a lot of work to do,
there are talks now about cul-
tural autonomy and other specific

issues, but | consider that the
greatest achievement of the last
22 years the fact that the RMDSZ
now has a say in the decision
making process, that it is present
where decisions are taken and can
thus be of help both to the ethnic
Hungarian community, and to the
Romanian majority. | am convinced
that our activity is appreciated,
both in the regions where there
are no Hungarians and in the
regions inhabited by them which
are indeed our focus areas, the
Szekler region, Partium or central
Transylvania, places where ethnic
Hungarians feel that there is an
Alliance, the RMDSZ, which stands
up for their rights - and this fact

is also accepted on the Romanian
political scene.

What is the role of the RMDSZ in
the Romanian foreign policy?
As far as foreign policy is
concerned, | would like to point out
the fact that we are able to pass on
credible messages both in terms of
minority related and of other issues
as well. As President of the Foreign
Policy Committee | see it day by
day how ambassadors trust our
opinion and somehow we are able
to produce a reliable image of the
Romanian political scene because
our focus is a little bit different,
we are an Alliance, not a political
party, thus sometimes we are able
to express more bluntly what is in
Romania’s best interest and conse-
quently also in the best interest of
its national minorities.
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As in December ‘89 the Romanian communist-nationalist dictatorship collapsed, those who aimed to demolish the old
system and build a new one had to face two challenges. This task was somewhat different from the problems faced
by the countries of the former Socialist block, because not only the basic principles and institutions of democracy
had to be reintroduced, but the question of nationality-ethnicity had to be answered wisely. There is a Hungarian
minority living in Romania, which numbers more than one and a half million people. Their relation to the Romanian
majority had to be managed by political-administrative instruments and it was not sufficient to talk about giving the
rights “to persons belonging to minorities”.

National Identities

N a Unimed

y the way, these individual
rights did not even exist
at that time: we started
almost from zero, we had
to formulate our own goals
and gradually develop the appropri-
ate legal framework for them. This
struggle is not finished yet, but

in the last two decades we have
progressed a lot. The most notable
achievement was obtained in the
field of mother-tongue education
and public use of Hungarian: today,
the Constitution guarantees these
rights, and there is a law regulat-
ing a fully mother tongue-based
school system, respectively allow-
ing for the written and oral usage
of the Hungarian language with
the authorities in places where the
number of the Hungarian popula-

tion is above 20%. | do not wish

to enumerate now the rights we
obtained and the rights still missing,
because both lists would be long.
While we are allowed to use our
own national symbols freely, and we
also managed to regain a fair num-
ber of private and public property
previously nationalized, the general
acceptance of collective rights and
the establishment of various forms
of autonomy are still pending. As |
said before, inter-ethnic relations
did not and still do not have such a
weight in each Central and Eastern
European country as in Romania,
but this is not a unique situation
either. It is enough to consider the
former Yugoslavia for example,
where the irresponsible handling

of the minority issue led to ethnic
wars and bloodshed. In contrast to

—urope

this, the Hungarians in Romania -
but in Hungary's other neighboring
countries as well - chose to “fight”
this battle rather by political instru-
ments, including dialogue, coopera-
tion or even forming a coalition with
a majority party.

At the end of ‘89 we estab-
lished an organization to represent
the interests of Hungarians: the
Democratic Alliance of Hungarians
in Romania (RMDSZ), by which we
undoubtedly laid the foundations
for long-term ethnic politics. This
organization is still the only one
representing the Hungarian com-
munity in the Romanian Parliament,
and since 1996, except for a few
years of interruption, it has been
a member of different coalitions,
and it delegates ministers, under-
secretaries and other senior office-

The most notable
achievement was
obtained in the field
of mother-tongue
education and public
use of Hungarian
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holders. Of course, it should be emphasized that while
the ethnic character of our organization is incontestable
and we are ready to join coalitions on the left and the
right as well, we are not ideology-free: since 1993 we
had been members of the European Democratic Union
and we automatically became members of the European
People's Party. We decided while giving space to an
internal political-ideological pluralism, to place ourselves
in the center-right, because there the mission of our po-
litical program can be accomplished. | still think this was
a good and important decision. But it's useful to look
back from time to time to the moment when we Hun-
garians decided to fight for our rights only by political,
parliamentary and local governmental means, and it's
also useful to ask ourselves: in whom did we trust? Who
could we count on during our struggle? Were we right or
wrong?

The parallel is understandable: the Eastern Euro-
pean countries which under the oppression expected
help from the West, expected after the collapse of the
totalitarian regimes, European integration to establish
democratic values for them.

Nevertheless already over two decades ago our
expectations to receive a positive answer or some form
of interference safeguarding our special regional, ethnic
and national features from Europe under globaliza-
tion might have appeared as a paradox. From a Europe
currently breaking down borders - somathing we also
desired - and of course | consider a very bad decision
to postpone Romania’s Schengen accession again. We
expected the implementation of minority rights and the
acceptance of various forms of autonomy from a Europe
currently struggling to establish free and joint commu-
nicational and decision-making mechanisms, a Europe

which does not really know how to solve the question of
twentieth and twenty-first century immigrants, or the
centuries-old Rroma issue.

Since 1993 | had been the president of the Demo-
cratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania. For 18 years |
could follow the constantly changing interest of differ-
ent European rapporteurs, of the European Union, the
European Council and even of the Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in the national-
ethnic minority issue. Thus | was able to see that behind
human rights arguments there were often security con-
siderations. | discussed with many about our situation
and | saw how this issue was more and more silenced
and pushed gradually into the background starting from
the early nineties, after complying for a few years to the
criteria laid down in the Helsinki and Copenhagen docu-
ments. And | could also see that for many years the USA
gave us much more attention than Western Europe did
and sometimes even helped us in minority rights-related
issues, obviously, due to security reasons. Today, how-
ever, America’s attention is also receding. So, | ask again:
wasn't it an illusion to expect support in the application
of national or ethnic equality from a Europe fighting the
difficulties of globalization?
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[ am still convinced that we were
not wrong to expect the Member
States of the European Union to
jointly find solutions to protect
national, cultural, linguistic identi-
ties. And, despite all appearances,
it is not the economic challenge
which is the most difficult to deal
with but the challenge related to
national identities. These two can
sometimes intertwine: today, some
of the richer countries may think that
it would be easier to face the crisis
within national frameworks and that
showing solidarity towards poorer
countries would only hold them back,
but this is just a momentary misun-
derstanding. In the long run, no form
of autarchy functions as good as a
unified European economy. In my
opinion, the future of the European
Union depends not on how it deals
with the economic crisis even though
this is also a very important factor
but on how it combines different
national identities, an issue which
also includes economic factors. The
future depends on how we interpret
this integration: either we plan to
gradually dissolve national identi-
ties and to reconstruct them as a
common European identity - and
then we might possibly fail - or we
take European identity as a mosaic
which even though it has its common
identification marks on the outside,
on the inside is a colorful environ-
ment where various nations and
ethnic groups have their own means
of preserving their identity. Because
itis not enough to adopt this or that
attitude only on an emotional level:
one must create legal and institu-
tional means for such a Europe to
function. The European Union's most
important feature remains that we
are all, even the greatest nations,
minorities within a common Europe.
This gives room for a feeling of mod-
erate optimism that we, the so-called
atcual minorities, can profit from this
situation, because as borders disap-
pear, new means must be developed
to protect national identities. It is not
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by coincidence that in the European
Union the right to vote in local and
European parliamentary elections

is not connected to citizenship but

to the place of residence and that
some countries are trying to connect
the issue of national identity with a
citizenship independent of residence.
One thing is certain: the effective
antidote for the newly appearing
ideas of nationalism, fundamentalism
or xenophobia is not to melt dis-
similarities as this would be impos-
sible but to validate the equality of
national identities and to elaborate
European guidelines for this as soon
as possible.

In the end, | consider that the
choice is obvious, and it is urgent to
decide: in a Europe trying to unite
complying to common criteria even
in the smallest details, multilingual-
ism and multiculturalism will sooner
or later lose their meaning. | don’t
think that we want this, not even if
the sobering shocks of the eco-
nomic crisis will furnish arguments
even for those, who want to intro-
duce strict standards in the whole

Europe. To talk about free identities,
national-ethnical diversities in such
hard times must be irritating indeed.

However, | consider that it's a
perfect time to raise this issue, so
that not the centrifugal, but the
centripetal forces could prevail, and
Brussels would not push but attract
everybody. A United States of Eu-
rope, as it is heard already here and
there, would make sense not by be-
coming the melting pot of nations,
as the United States of America did,
but by finding the balance between
the common economic, security,
environmental interests and the
specific language, cultural and reli-
gious values.

Maybe | am too naive, but | think
that, despite all appearances, there
is a chance to achieve this.

And we, Hungarians living in Ro-
mania hope that such a Europe will
provide us with new instruments to
keep our identity.

BELA MARKO
senator,
former president of the RMDSZ




he varied and pluralist character of the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ) is evi-
dent when one considers its ideological platforms. The Christian Democratic Platform is among the most
important ones. Its aim is to give Christian Democratic ideas due emphasis in Hungarian Transylvanian
social life. Kalman Kelemen, president of the platform talks about the objectives and activity of the

platform.

Christian Democracy

as \VIita

What is the role of the Christian Democratic Plat-
form in the life of the Alliance and the Hungarian
community in Transylvania?

Christian Democratic ideas have a significant and
determining role in the life of the Hungarian community
in Romania. We all know how Christian Democrats con-
tributed to the reconstruction of Europe after World War
[I. Despite signs of crisis, the results reached in Europe
are also an outcome of the efforts to form the social life
of the continent in the spirit of Christian Democratic val-
ues. The Hungarian community in Romania was integrat-
ed in this process in the spring of 1990 when a group of
10 people founded the Hungarian Christian Democratic
Party in Romania. Within a few years we realized we
needed to cooperate with the Democratic Alliance of
Hungarians in Romania in order to preserve the unity of
the Hungarian community in Transylvania. Thus after
having been a party we became the Hungarian Christian
Democratic Movement in Romania and ended up as the
Christian Democratic Platform integrated into the varied
organizational life of the Alliance.

[deology to Hungarians

What are the programs and initiatives of the
Christian Democratic Platform?

The activity carried out within the platform focuses
on presenting the values and principles of the Hungar-
ian community in Transylvania. Our aim is to emphasize
the importance of the unity of Hungarians living in
scattered groups in Romania and to do that in the Chris-
tian Democratic spirit focusing on the values of family
life and proper education in order to raise responsible
future citizens. The Christian Democratic Platform of
the RMDSZ was the first movement to tackle the issue
of historical and immigrant minorities on international
level. It is our conviction that historical minorities
should receive a different treatment as compared to
immigrant ones.

Would you talk about the international relations
of the Platform?

The Christian Democratic Platform of the RMDSZ has
established extended international relations. Owing to
our relations established with the Austrian MP of EPP in
1991-92 we were credited international attention and
had the opportunity to present the Hungarian Christian
Democratic movement in Romania, the expectations of
the Hungarian community in Transylvania and their fight
for survival as a self-identical community. As an outcome
of our good relations and cooperation with the president
of the Vienna Academy we were able to train a few
politicians at the Diplomatic Academy of Vienna. The
Hungarian Christian Democratic Movement in Romania
was the first Eastern European movement to become a
member of the former European Christian Democratic
Union, the Christian Democrat International. We are
internationally acknowledged members of the European
People's Party. As a token of our gratitude for the excel-
lent cooperation with the EPP we have given Wilfried
Martens, president of the EPP a bronze memorial plaque
for his 75™ birthday.
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The chapter openedin 2011 gave new impetus to
the RMDSZ. How did this impetus show across the
activity of the organization?

The renewal of the Democratic Alliance of Hungar-
ians in Romania began in 2003 with the creation of the
Hungarian Youth Council comprising by now over 300
youth organizations. This is our background for con-
tinuously preparing young and gifted politicians. The
new chapter and new impetus are actually based on a
process of upwards construction: our young politicians
come to discover the organization step by step, gradual-
ly reaching a position where they can demonstrate their
ability to work for the benefit of various communities
and can, by the results they might have reached, gain
the trust of these communities. The changes effected in
2011 are not to imply that whatever happened before
was wrong but to ensure the continuity of our work in
fulfilling the tasks entrusted upon us by the Hungarian
community, and doing that by new, modern means and
under the guidance of new leaders.

During the latest campaigns the RMDSZ tried to
convince its electors employing new communica-
tion methods. What came new in trying to sum-
mon Hungarian communities to the urn?

The key to our campaigns is direct contact. We have
lately decided to reduce the number of mass events
during which politicians would talk to hundreds or
thousands of people from the podium. We try to knock
on each door instead, to contact each family and thus to
map the exact expectations and problems of our elec-
tors, to acknowledge their opinion concerning the Alli-
ance, our politicians and the work we have done. We are
keen on listening to people’s problems and on establish-
ing a dialogue instead of a monologue.
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Another key to our communication is continuous
campaigning. As soon as we close a campaign, we start
a new one the next day. Obviously our focus is not on
mobilization in “quiet” times, yet we run various the-
matic campaigns in order to sustain and secure the
contact established with our voters. It is very important
to explore the possibilities available through the Inter-
net and through various social networks. We have even
established an entire team to drain the maximum out of
these. Even if it is far from probable to win an election
campaign over the Internet, those not present on the
net are practically inexistent.

By what particular communication strategies
do you intend to reach your electors during the
autumn campaign preceding the parliamentary
elections?

Our campaign is organized on three levels that actu-
ally add up to a pyramid scheme.

The local level is the most “crowded” one. It consists
of local RMDSZ organizations, local authorities headed
by our mayors and of youth organizations and NGOs
with whom we usually cooperate, whether during cam-
paigns or not.

The second level is that of election district cam-
paigns designed for our candidates and focused on their
promotion and on the communication of their messages.

On the third and highest level we contribute to our
local and election district campaigns with the overall
message and central slogan of the Alliance and with the
interference of our leading politicians.

These levels need to work on their own but also as a
harmonic whole. Each of them should transmit messages
of the same spirit and each of them should reinforce the
same thing: that the Alliance is an organization designed



We are keen on
listening to people’s
problems...

The Key to Our Success.
Continuous Communication

to represent the interests of our
electors.

Does the Alliance think differen-
tiated messages for compact and
small Hungarian communities in
Romania should be conjured up?
We focus on our results in our
campaigns but we are also openly
talking about our failures which we
obviously account for. The most
important thing is to formulate real-
istic objectives that can be realized
during the next mandate or man-
dates. We can only remain reliable if
we formulate reachable objectives
and produce actual results instead
of promising the accomplishment of
intangible dreams. Our messages
need to be differentiated as expec-
tations vary from region to region
according to the conditions in which
Hungarians live there, whether in
80% majority or minority communi-
ties. Then again the message should
be quite different for those who live
in small, scattered groups, in mixed
marriages or for those who have
no possibility to speak Hungarian
or meet Hungarians at work. This
is not to imply that some of our
messages directed towards various
regions are contradictory, only that
the emphasis might fall on different
things within different messages.

To mention a practical example:
Hungarian is theoretically not the
language of official use in the Szekler
region yet in practice it is, as people
in offices and institutions speak
Hungarian as a rule. In this region
our aim is to obtain official status for
Hungarian on a regional level.

On the other hand the per-
centage of Hungarians in several
counties is quite low thus in these
counties we are not pursuing official
status for the language. In these
locations our aim is to secure educa-
tion in Hungarian for the young and
to preserve Hungarian culture and
traditions.

Considering the political situa-
tion and the increasingly nation-
alistic voices, what political mes-
sage will the RMDSZ formulate
for the coming parliamentary
elections, and by what methods
will you promote this message
among your electors?

We will organize our messages
on three different levels. The first
important message is that us,
Romanian Hungarians, we wish to
live, raise our children, preserve and
transmit our culture, traditions and
spiritual heritage where we were
born, meaning that we want to live
as Hungarians in Romania.

The second message concerns
our daily life and its economic
aspects: as long as we wish to exist
as Hungarians in our native country,
we need acceptable standards of
living and these imply a safe social
environment and proper jobs as well.

The third message makes it
clear: only the Democratic Alli-
ance of Hungarians in Romania can
properly represent the interests
and values of Hungarian com-
munities in Romania. We need to
make people aware of the dangers
inherent in Hungarians losing their
parliamentary representation in
Romania. The most important
decisions concerning Hungarian
communities are taken in Bucha-
rest and by local self-governments
in Transylvania. Consequently we
need to reach as far as the parlia-
ment and the local authorities, even
the Romanian government if that
be possible. History can at any point
turn backwards. We witness quite
enough extreme initiatives: na-
tionalism is far from being history.
Twenty-three years after the politi-
cal changes in Romania Hungarians
still need to participate and have a
proper say in the decision-making
bodies of this country in order to
keep the nationalist rhetoric out of
Romanian public life.
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The RMDS/Z at the
2012 Local Elections

n the 10™ of June 2012, local elections took

place in Romania. Administratively, Romania

is divided into 41 counties (plus Bucharest)

and 3185 municipalities (cities, towns and

communes). Though their competences are
only regulatory, both counties and municipalities have
directly elected representative bodies (councils) and
executive institutions (mayors and county council presi-
dents). Romania is also divided into eight development
regions, however, these don't have any competences or
elected bodies.

The local elections - usually held in early summer
have traditionally been considered the main rehearsal
for the parliamentary elections due in the winter, but
this year their importance was further augmented by
the economic crisis and the increasingly polarized politi-
cal situation, which later evolved into the probably most
severe political crisis of the post-communist period.

The RMDSZ has been one of the most stable actors on
the Romanian party scene since 1990. Relying primar-
ily on the votes of the Hungarian minority, its electoral
results are more or less predetermined by the size of
this group (1.24 million in 2011, 6.5% of the population),
but the nature of the electorate also warrants electoral
stability. Notwithstanding this, this year’s elections
have been quite a challenge for the RMDSZ, for manifold
reasons.

First, RMDSZ participated, along with PDL and UNPR,
in the center-right government of Emil Boc, which had the
very unrewarding mission of leading the country through
the economic crisis. Popular dissatisfaction was growing
on the background of an IMF deal and austerity measures,
until large-scale street protests led to the resignation of
the prime minister in February. The new cabinet of M. R.
Ungureanu, made up of the same parties, only resisted 78
days, as several MPs switched to the emerging new par-
liamentary majority in a motion of no confidence. Thus,
by the time of local elections the USL alliance (made up of
the Socialists and National Liberals) was already govern-
ing. Yet, it was obvious that voters would express their
opinion not only about local issues, but would also assess
the performance of the previous government, and due to
the socio-economic situation, everything was given for
the latter to bear the negative consequences of incum-
bency, even if already out of power.
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Second, but also related to the difficult conditions
of the country, the Hungarian minority witnessed a
resurgence of nationalist sentiment before the elec-
tions, which found expression especially in relation to
the unsettled situation at the University of Medicine
and Pharmacy of Marosvasarhely/Targu Mures, the only
academic institution of medical education in Romania
providing training in Hungarian language. The leadership
of the UMP refused to implement the new education law
and to set up a separate Hungarian faculty, which would
have put education in both languages on an equal footing
by enhancing the decision-making opportunities of the
Hungarian part. The Ungureanu cabinet attempted to cre-
ate the faculty by governmental decree, but this decision
served as the main pretext for the motion of no confi-
dence which eventually led to its downfall. The incoming
cabinet of Victor Ponta proved reluctant to make conces-
sions, and the stalemate still continues.

Third, several crucial institutional reforms have been
on the agenda lately, most importantly the issue of
administrative-territorial reorganization and a reform of
the electoral system. The administrative reform involved
the redrawing of the borders of the regions, and pos-
sibly transferring some competences to them from the
counties. The proposals of both the main coalition partner
PDL and of the opposition threatened with the “parti-
tioning” of the predominantly Hungarian Szekler area,
by allocating the three Szekler counties into different
regions, while the RMDSZ tried to obtain a region made
up of these three counties. Though the status quo was
preserved, the issue will surely resurface after the parlia-
mentary elections, and RMDSZ will have to do its best to
prevent a disadvantageous settlement.

The parliamentary electoral reform was initiated
by the Ponta government in May 2012. The new law
replaced the essentially proportional electoral system
with something similar to the British plurality rule. While
a pure plurality system would have expressly prevented
the election of RMDSZ MPs in counties where Hungar-
ians do not form a majority, a compromise was reached
eventually (special seats were offered to minorities in
counties where their share is above 7%). Yet, even in this
form, the consequences on minority representation could
have been negative in the long run, as the incentives to
vote for RMDSZ candidates in districts with a low share



of Hungarians have been drastically
reduced. Also, the law would have
created the conditions of a landslide
victory for the USL alliance. The
Constitutional Court repelled the law
eventually.

Last, but not least, after RMDSZ
had to face competition from the
Hungarian Civic Party in 2008, this

year the number of intra-community
challengers doubled with the emer-
gence of the Hungarian People’s
Party of Transylvania. Although

the support of RMDSZ's Hungar-

ian opponents in the community is
rather low, the tone of the campaign
became more negative than ever
this year.

The results of the RMDSZ at the
local elections

Despite defining itself as an
ethno-regionalist party, RMDSZ
attempted to maximize its territorial
coverage, by reaching out to lo-
calities where it did not run before,
where Hungarians live in low num-
bers, including communities located

The RMDSZ in the local councils after the 2012 local elections

no RMDSZ candidates
| RMDSZ fielded candidates
- RMDS/Z represented in the local council
- RMDSZ majority in the local council
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Table 1. The results of RMDSZ at the Iast three local elections

Year Turnout Mayor Local council | County council |County
president council
2004 50.85% ranin .. localities/counties 333 528 (indirect election) | 20
votes 379787 455625 513165
% 4.06 4,92 5.67
seats 186 2481 4) 112
in ... localities/counties 453 11
2008 48.81% ranin .. localities/counties 360 567 12 22
votes 378413 404657 419028 429329
% 4.28 475 5,26 5.14
seats 184 2195 4 89
in ... localities/counties 455 10
2012 56.26% ranin .. localities/counties 321 587 14 22
votes 421794 455855 485666 491864
% 3.90 4.30 4,95 5.52
seats 203 2261 2 88
in ... localities/counties 462 10

Source: Central Electoral Bureau

outside Transylvania. There are two main motivations
behind such a strategy: first, RMDSZ local organizations
help maintain the identity of these Hungarian com-
munities, and second, wide territorial coverage is very
important at the parliamentary elections.

As shown in Table 1, RMDSZ improved its results in
2012 as compared to 2008, especially concerning may-
ors and local councils. The higher vote figures are partly
due to a general increase in turnout, but also reflect
improved mobilization among Hungarians. Yet, due to
the higher general turnout, some of RMDSZ's remarkable
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2008 results could not be repeated. Most importantly,
RMDSZ lost the presidency of Maros/Mures and Szat-
mar/Satu Mare counties. As the share of Hungarians

is below 40% in both of these counties, a Hungarian
candidate can only be successful if Hungarians turn out
in significantly higher proportions than the average, or
if the vote for the mainstream Romanian parties is split.
While four years ago both conditions obtained, this year
none of them, as Romanian citizens turned out in unusu-
ally high numbers and voted overwhelmingly for the USL
alliance.

The local elections confirmed RMDSZ's weight on the
Romanian political scene and reinforced it as the primary
representative of the Hungarian minority. RMDSZ once
again preserved the support of an overwhelming major-
ity within the community (about 85%), the two challeng-
ers having to content themselves with the remaining
15%. These convincing results provide grounds for
optimism for the parliamentary elections due in Decem-
ber, although the context will again be defined by the
still persisting nationalist discourses and the challenge
of the two smaller Hungarian parties.

ISTVAN GERGO SZEKELY
political scientist
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“We need to present the values of our minority life in Europe: a specific world based on our life and experience.
Each element of the programs | design focuses on a typical field of Transylvanian excellence.”

Csaba Sogor (MEP

Parliamentary activities:

RMDSZ Member of the European Parliament (EP) (since
2007)

Member of the Group of the European People’s Party
(EPP)

EP Committees:

Member: of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and
Home Affairs (LIBE)

Substitute: of the Committee on Employment and Social
Affairs (EMPL)

EP Delegations:

Member: of the Delegation for relations with the
countries of Southeast Asia and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

Substitute: of the Delegation for relations with Japan
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saba Ségor completes his legislative activity by
organizing high level events of cultural politics
in Brussels, designed to call the attention of
European decision-makers to the Hungarian
community in Transylvania, onto the notable
performances of this community as well as onto the
multicultural character of the region. Transylvania
is an old and extremely rich region of European
multiculturalism, a place of valuable and best practices
which are to be followed.

While an MEP, Csaba Ségor has promoted the world
of these specific values sprung from the life of the
Hungarian minority in Transylvania by organizing exhibi-
tions, puppet-shows, actions promoting Szekler prod-
ucts, conferences and by disseminating various publica-
tions and short films on the listed topics.

With the support of Csaba Ségor MEP, in 2008 the
EP was host to an exhibition by Transylvanian photogra-
pher Gyula Adam, awarded for his work by the National
Geographic as well. The photographs of the exhibition
entitled My Transylvania present traditional Transylva-
nian professions and landscapes, folk traditions, indi-
vidual portraits and characteristic still lives.

Csaba Ségor organized in Brussels also a conference
with the title Living Transylvania presenting five Tran-
sylvanian domains of excellence:

Béla Marké emphasized the importance of our com-
mon European identity and elaborated on the present
dilemma of the Hungarian community in Transylvania:
"How can we stay French, German, Hungarian or Roma-
nian while being Europeans according to the require-
ments of a European Union without borders?”

Vilmos Tanczos presented a lecture on ethnography
focused on Transylvanian Hungarian folk culture and
completed by a rich and detailed photographic material.

Smaranda Enache has traced the Transylvanian
community model as a compound of rules concerning the
coexistence of several communities and the intimacy of
community life and as an equilibrium of cultural differ-
ences and European interests.

Gabor Tompa director of the Kolozsvar/Cluj Hungar-
ian Theatre talked about the 215 years of Hungarian
drama in Kolozsvar/Cluj, about the tradition and the
outstanding personalities of Transylvanian Hungarian



theatrical life. The Hungarian company is a member of
the Union of the Theatres of Europe.

After presenting the centuries and performances of
Transylvanian Hungarian philosophy Péter Egyed fo-
cused on the philosophical means in the evolution of the
ethical and cultural self-reference of minorities. These
lectures are available on the site www.sogorcsaba.eu,
but they were also published in an English and French
bilingual edition.

The Marosvasdrhely/Targu Mures Teleki-Bolyai Li-
brary is the richest Transylvanian archive of the Europe-
an printed culture of the past centuries. It boasts over
two hundred thousand volumes, it is a valuable scientific
and encyclopedic collection and it also has several rare
bibliophile editions. It consists of two basic collections,
the 40 000 volumes Teleki Library and the 80 000
volumes Bolyai Library. The Teleki Library opened
its gates as one of the first public libraries on Hungar-
ian soil in 1802. It has functioned without a break ever
since. The Bolyai Library consists of the heritage of the
world famous explorer of non-Euclidian geometry, Janos
Bolyai and of Farkas Bolyai, his father, also a math-
ematician.

In 2009 at the initiative of Csaba Ségor, the then
director of the library presented in the Cultural Commit-
tee of the EP the work of the library founder chancellor
Samuel Teleki and the history of the collections at the
bases of the library.

Promoting the spiritual heritage of the Hungarian
minority in Transylvania and the outstanding personali-
ties of this community, the 170 anniversary of Sandor
Korosi Csoma was commemorated. The Szekler-Hungar-
ian linguist and librarian was founder of Tibetology and
author of the first Tibetan-English dictionary.

In April 2012, at an invitation of Csaba Ségor, Dr.
Imre Bangha Indologist, professor at the University of
Oxford and president of the “Sandor Kérdsi Csoma” Insti-
tute of the Sapientia Hungarian University of Transylva-
nia, gave a lecture entitled "Bridges Between Tibet and
Europe” within the Tibet Intergroup of the EP.

/

LIVING
TRANSYLVANIA

Conference held in the
European Parliament
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Transylvania is an old and
extremely rich region of European
multiculturalism, a place of valuable
best practices to be followed.
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“I'am convinced that within the EPP, the RMDSZ, as the legitimate representative of the Hungarian community in
Romania has the ability and strength to be part of all the processes shaping the Europe of tomorrow.”

luliu WINKLER (MEP

Member
Committee on International Trade
Delegation for relations with India

Substitute

Committee on Regional Develop-
ment

Delegation to the EU-Chile Joint
Parliamentary Committee

Delegation to the Euro-Latin Ameri-
can Parliamentary Assembly

Member of the Bureau of the Euro-
pean People's Party (Christian
Democrats) Group

President of the Hunedoara county
branch of the RMDSZ

Head of the Szérvany Group in the
Assembly of the Delegates
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uliu Winkler has been a member of

the RMDSZ since 1991, president

of the Hunedoara County branch

since 2001. In the last decade

he was member of the Assembly
of Delegates. In 1996, Mr. Winkler
was elected member of the Hunyad/
Hunedoara County Council. In 1999,
he was appointed deputy prefect of
Hunyad/Hunedoara County. At the
parliamentary elections in 2000 he
was elected Member of the Chamber
of Deputies. He was a member of
the Committee on budget, finance
and banks and the European inte-
gration committee. Between 2004
and 2007 Winkler serves as Minister
Delegate for Trade at the Ministry
of Economy and Commerce. From
July to December 2007 he held the

portfolio of Minister of Communica-

tions and Information Technology. He
was elected member of the European
Parliament in 2007 and later in 2009.

A convinced euro-optimist, Mr.
Winkler campaigned and acted dur-
ing his political activity for Roma-
nia’'s accession to the European
Union. It is his firm belief that only
in a European Union, the Hungarian
community and the entire Romanian
society can progress and fulfil its
destiny. Moreover, in his view, the
prosperity and the future develop-
ment of the European Union will be
achieved only in a Europe of regions
and communities. He promotes the
political and economic deepening of
the EU, being the adept of a strong
and federal Europe.

The protection of the European
historical minorities is one of the
most important items on the agenda
of Mr. Winkler. As stated in the basic
program of the RMDSZ our aim is
to achieve the adoption of legally
binding community standards and
norms for the protection of persons
belonging to minorities at the level
of the EU. The MEP together with
fellow members and minority or-
ganisations uses every opportunity
to raise the awareness of the Euro-
pean Parliament regarding the pro-
tection of national minorities. The
RMDSZ Members of the European
Parliament also brought pro-active
presence and intense cooperation
with the European People’s Party,
which resulted important contribu-
tions to the basic program and other
documents of the EPP.

luliu Winkler had dealt with
many topics in the past years,
the community policies targeting



the small Hungarian communities living in interethnic
minority (Szérvany) is a continuous struggle aiming the
survival of these small communities. In this sense, the
policy of the RMDSZ in the past two decades has been
definitive. In 2011 the strategy for small communities
of the RMDSZ was placed on new basis and new tools
were created. On the 15" of November 2011, the
birthday of Bethlen Gabor Transylvanian prince, the
Day of the Szérvany was celebrated for the first time.
In Mr. Winkler’s vision the small communities have

to build their future, fill their schools with students,
the Hungarian Cultural Centres need to have quality
repertoires with the help of civil organizations, historical
churches and other denominations.

MEP Winkler's work in the European Parliament is de-
fined primarily by the topics included in the agenda that
are equally important for Romania, for Transylvania, for
the Hungarian communities and for the EU as a whole.
The preparation of the budgetary period after 2014 and
the definition of all the different EU goals concerning
it are of great importance for his country. The develop-
ment of cohesion and regional policies in the Commit-
tee of Regional Development is also important. The
discussion about the trade agreement with many of the
EU’s major partners was on the agenda of the Interna-
tional Trade Committee in which he participated with
the conviction that the EU has to act in a uniform way
and has to aim for reciprocity in the global market, thus
strengthening its position in the global competition. In
the EP Mr. Winkler follows closely the further expansion
of the European Union, promoting to accession of the
Western Balkans in the European Union and advocates
for Moldova Republic’s European course. He is also one
of the supporters of the SME sector in Europe.

Romania has been member of the European Union
for five years, but this period did not bring the expected
results in every field: the EU funds were not put to use
at a satisfactory level; the amount of modernization and
the pace at which the country was catching up to others
did not live up to our expectations. If we compare the
situation of Romania to that of the ten countries that
became members of the European Union in 2004, we
can see that the initial period was a difficult one every-
where. The conclusion is that performance is needed
without delay. The Transylvania 2020 development plan
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proposed by the Economic Council of the RMDSZ, on the
initiative of Mr. Winkler creates this opportunity. The
goal of this plan is the efficient use of EU funds for the
modernization of Transylvania, but a change of mental-
ity is also important to achieve. Professionals, leaders
of local governments, governmental professionals are
the ones preparing the departmental and regional pro-
grammes in the Transylvania 2020 developmental plan.

“We need a Union of solidarity, a
Europe that is strong. And for this,
the process of passing sovereignty
to Brussels needs to continue. Of
course, the way in which this is done
is not secondary either. The reins of
transformation must be handed over
to the ever strengthening common
decision-making establishment
under the control of the European
Parliament. The outcome of this
process is referred to by some as the
United States of Europe. | call it the
Europe of Regions, the Europe of
Communities.”
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What's the Mikoé Case 130207

13020 is the case number of a highly disputed Court
ruling in Romania. It concerns the property right of the
Hungarian Reformed Church over a more than a cen-
tury old high school building in Sepsiszentgdrgy/Sfantu
Gheorghe, Romania.

Recently by means of a politically motivated decision
the Romanian judiciary renationalized the Székely Miké
Kollégium (Székely Mikd High School), which had right-
fully been returned to the Reformed Church in 2002. At
the same time the two Hungarian members of the Res-
titution Committee, Attila MARKO and Tamas MAROSAN,
were sentenced to three years of imprisonment, while
the third member of the Committee, Silviu CLIM, of
Romanian nationality, was sentenced to three years of
suspended imprisonment. An appeal has been filed.

The history of the Székely Miké High School from
Sepsiszentgérgy/Sfdantu Gheorghe

In the region of Haromszék (Covasna county, Roma-
nia) the first school was created in the 1850s with the
joined efforts of priests of the Reformed Church, elemen-
tary school teachers and nobles from several municipali-
ties, especially Count Imre Miké who, amongst other im-
portant donations, ceded land for the building. Therefore,
the municipality decided to name the school by including
the most important founders of it: Reformdtus Tanoda
Székely Miké (Székely Mikd Public Reformed School).

In 1948, during the Communist regime, the Roma-
nian state nationalised the Reformatus Székely Miké
Kollégium changing its name several times and turning
the language of education from Hungarian into Roma-
nian. The school regained its initial name and language
of education in 1989, after the fall of the communist
regime and the restitution was consented in 2002.

The process of the restitution of the Székely Miké
High School

Following the fall of the communist regime one of
the most important aims of the Hungarian community
from Romania has been to recover confiscated proper-
ties. Creating the legal background for this process and
proving property rights under the existing law has been
a difficult and yet unfinished task, sometimes full of con-
tradictions. In spite of this, the past fifteen years have
been marked by a series of gratifications.

The Romanian Government Emergency Decree no.
83 adopted in 1999, after the year 2000 listed cca.
90 former Church properties to be restituted. The list,
including the Székely Miké High School, was based on
the claims submitted by the churches, reviewed by the
ministers of Minority Affairs, the Ministry of Justice and
the Ministry of Finance and passed to the government
for approval.

A Restitution Committee was formed for the restitu-
tion of properties and had an examining function: it did
not have to determine whether or not the properties
would be restituted to their owners, but instead it had
to examine whether the documentation of the respec-
tive property was adequate. The land registration of the
respective property could occur solely on the basis of
the protocol prepared by the Committee.

The members of the Committee were appointed by
the head of the respective institution: Attila MARKO,
the representative of the institution that initiated the
law, i.e. the Office of Minority Affairs, Silviu CLIM on
behalf of the Ministry of Justice and Tamas MAROSAN,
legal counsel to the episcopate, the representative of
the Reformed Church that initiated the restitution. They
have signed all the protocols as the representatives of
the respective institutions. The three-member Commit-
tee was active between 1999 and 2002.

A short background of the case trial

At the time of the restitution - in spite of the objec
tion of the municipality and the Reformed Church, two
individuals, former subtenants, purchased apartments
belonging to the campus of the High School. They
intended civil law suit against the Reformed Church, at-
tempting to prevent the restitution of the High School.
The civil action was won by the defendant, the Reformed
Church. In 2006 the ownership was given to the church.

On March 15, 2006, after the conclusion of the civil
action, the families filed a criminal suit against 7 people.
They brought a suit against the employees of the Land
Registry Office that registered the building and issued
the land certificate. They accused them of forgery. They
also brought a suit against one of the church representa-
tives, accusing him of forgery as well, and three members
of the Restitution Committee. By the time the investi-
gation started, the crimes of four individuals had been
barred by the statute of limitations. Thus, in the end
criminal action was instituted only against the members
of the Committee.

After the criminal complaint the National Anticor-
ruption Department (DNA) of the Office of the General
Prosecutor took over the investigation. Based on the
complainers’ faked evidence the DNA accused all the
three members of the committee of abuse of authority.
The prosecution requested the transfer of the case from
the Tribunal of Sepsiszentgyorgy/ Sfantu Gheorghe to
the Tribunal of Buzdu stating that “the local court can't
be objective because of the hostile atmosphere”.

During the trial the defendants presented several
pieces of evidence. They presented all the documents
confirming the committee’s legal status, including the
restitution law and the final and irrevocable rules of the
Appeal Court of Brasov and that of the Constitutional
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Courts. In addition all the docu-
ments proving the property’s own-
ership, land registry, nationalization
decree and former Court decisions
were presented. As proof of their
innocence the defendants have
shown that no material damages
have been created.

The DNA argued that the Re-
formed Church in Sepsiszentgyorgy/
Sfantu Gheorghe was not the owner
of the buildings of the Miké College
but rather the Romanian govern-
ment since the buildings were mainly
built thanks to public donations. This
development is extremely perilous
primarily because a significant por-
tion of our churches and community
buildings belonging to the church
were also built thanks to public dona-
tions. According to this logic, a house
rebuilt by joint efforts from materi-
als provided by the community of
a village is also the property of the
government as it was built thanks to
public donations! On the other hand,
out of 1.100 restitutions this is the
first (and only) case where criminal
proceedings were instituted.

Despite all facts and presented
evidences the primary Court sen-
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tenced Attila MARKO and Tamas
MAROSAN to 3 years of imprison-
ment and sentenced Silviu CLIM
to 3 years of suspended prison
term, reasoning that the Romanian
nationality member Silviu Clim

is retired and has a severe heart
condition.

Furthermore the Reformed
Church is obliged to pay 1.2 mil-
lion lei-270.000 EUR - to the local
government, the value of the rent
that was paid in order to ensure the
public school's continued operation
in that building.

What's the message of the
court’s decision for the Hungar-
ian community in Romania?

We consider the sentence as a
serious threat and attack against
the whole Hungarian community in
Romania.

We consider that each Hungarian
individual member of the Commit-
tee was sentenced to 3 years of
imprisonment, because our whole
community aimed the restitution of
the properties after five decades of
communist regime. Thus everybody
who implements the law might be

condemned in the future to 3 years
of prison.

We might be back again in
times when Church and community
property is nationalized by a mere
signature. Such Court decisions and
fake trials serve as precedents to
mayors, prosecutors, and practically
to anyone who would intend the
restitution of formerly nationalized
properties.

Meanwhile these decisions bear
an important message to the Hun-
garian community: given rights may
be taken away. It also causes doubts
concerning the independence of the
judiciary and makes people sceptical
about the ability of the legal system
to seek for the truth and defend
their elementary rights, such as the
right to private ownership.

The Court sentence is an attack
against the fundamental rights of
the individual, it is anti-European
and it is aimed against the Hungar-
ian ethnic community in Romania.

We invite all political and civic
organisations, church leaders and
other leaders, organizations, institu-
tions and all those who consider
this sentence irrational and abu-
sive, aimed against the Hungarian
minority in Romania to express their
protest against and solidarity in this
abusive situation.

Please, put it down in your
agenda, discuss and bring to
public attention the informa-
tion we shared with you and
thus help us enforce the state
of law and justice in Romania.
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The Hungarian Educational System in Romania

‘I am truly myself
but In my mother-tongue’”

Introduction

The Transylvanian Hungarian
educational system with a tradi-
tion of several centuries integrated
from its very beginnings into the
European scientific circuit is a vital
element of the identity of Hungar-
ians in Romania. Even though learn-
ing Romanian is a must for citizens
of the country, the political and
civilian endeavors of this community
all pursue the establishment of a
proper and complete educational
system in one’s mother tongue. The
community in question is one that
lives in direct vicinity to its nation
of similar language and culture (the
people of Hungary). It also is an
ethnic community that has for the
last 1100 years lived on its native
land and numbers as much as the
population of Estonia or the double
of the population of Cyprus or four
times the population of Iceland.

Hungarians in Romania all share
the view that their children need to
study in their mother-tongue on all
educational levels, from kindergar-
ten to the university. According to
Romanian professionals in the field
of education, children can study best
in the language they first acquire; in
their mother-tongue. This is valid not
only for elementary school pupils,
it holds good for secondary school,
high school pupils and university
students as well. Children studying
in their mother-tongue have better
skills in learning second and third lan-
guages, they are better in learning
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Romanian, the official language of
the country. Members of the Hungar-
ian community in Romania share a
series of cultural experiences that
are transmitted to children within
the Hungarian educational system.
The school system of Hungarians
living on territories now part of the
Romanian state was founded several
centuries ago, was modernized dur-
ing the nineteenth century thus itis
part of the culture of this community,
itis part of its social heritage as well.

Statistics
Today members of this com-
munity can study in their mother-
tongue in:
¢ 1202 kindergartens (approx.
32.000 children aged 2-7),
¢ 920 elementary schools (approx.
39.000 children aged 7-11),
¢ 524 secondary schools (approx.
36.500 children aged 11-15),
¢ 156 high schools (approx.
26.500 pupils) and
¢ 5 academic institutions (10.000
students).
Most of these institutions are
of mixed languages of study. This
means that in such places there are
classes of Hungarian children study-
ing in Hungarian and of Romanian
children studying in Romanian.
Hungarian pupils study Romanian,
the only official language of Roma-
nia, each day at school. (Romanian
is the only official language even in
the region where, on a territory of
13.000 square kilometers, the over-

(Kosztoldnyi Dezsé)

whelming majority of the population
is Hungarian.) Beside educational
institutions of mixed languages of
study, there are schools where the
language of study is exclusively
Hungarian, especially in settlements
of mostly Hungarian population

and in historical Hungarian cities
(Kolozsvar/Cluj, Marosvasarhely/
Targu Mures, Nagyvarad/Oradea,
Szatmar/Satu-Mare). These as a rule
are Hungarian institutions estab-
lished several hundred years ago.

In autumn 2012, 9874 Hun-
garian children began their first
grade at the elementary school
while in summer a number of 8352
Hungarian pupils graduated from
high-school taking their graduation
exams in Hungarian.

Many Hungarian pupils decide
on their own to study at Romanian
schools nevertheless there are
many Hungarians as well who are
forced to study in Romanian espe-
cially in regions where Hungarians
live in minority groups and cannot
implement their educational needs
or where owing to the reduced num-
ber of Hungarian pupils Hungarian
schools are not possible to support.
During the elaboration of the new
law on education, the RMDSZ has
made its coalition partners adopt
a series of paragraphs that do, in
certain ways, solve these problems.

Historical background
Being a historical and not an
immigrant community, the history



of the educational system of the Hungarian community
in Romania comprises all the significant European ages
from schools sustained by medieval churches to col-
leges founded by Hungarian kings, from education made
prosperous by Protestantism to the Jesuit educational
system, to the Age of Enlightenment and the emerging
modern school system of the nineteenth century.

An outstanding moment in this history is the Kolozs-
var/Cluj University founded in 1851 by Istvan Bdthory,
Hungarian prince and king of Poland. Going through
various phases the University survived until 1918, when
Romania occupied Transylvania. During this period the
institution became one of the most important Hungarian
academic venues of European stance.

This educational system produced world famous scien-
tists such as Farkas Bolyai, founder through his work en-
titled Appendix of the non-Euclidean geometry, on which
several theories in twentieth century physics are based.
The inventor of the first central telephone switchboard,
Tivadar Puskas was Transylvanian Hungarian as well.

In 1918 the troupes of the neighboring Romania
occupied Transylvania and several other Hungarian
territories westward, practically the eastern quarter of
a Hungary weakened by World War I. As for centuries
then a significant Romanian population was present
in these territories, even more, in most of the regions
the Romanians formed a majority, in the Peace Treaties
closing World War | the entire territory was annexed to
the Kingdom of Romania. The Romanian authorities dis-
solved more than a thousand Hungarian state-supported
elementary schools. Hungarian education was then only
available in church-supported or private institutions
even though the new authorities raised various obsta-
cles there as well. High-school graduation exams were
only available in Romanian, the new language of the
country, unfamiliar to the one and a half million Hungar-
ians in the territory, thus the greater part of graduates
had failed to take their graduation exams.

Following World War Il for the sake of ethnic peace
the communist regime had in the beginning made several
allowances for Hungarian education in Romania. Even
though Romanian communists had nationalized Hun-
garian high schools established two or three centuries
earlier, in the beginning the language of education in
these institutions was mostly Hungarian. It was even
possible to study in Hungarian at university as they
have partially restored the Cluj University dissolved in
1919 and they have created a University of Medical and
Pharmaceutical Sciences for the Hungarian community in
Marosvasarhely/Targu Mures. Thus the historical Hungar-
ian educational system seemed to have been restored,
between the limits of a communist régime, though.

Nevertheless beginning with the fifties, the commu-
nist leadership began to gradually reduce the Hungar-

ian educational system which by the eighties was next
to nothing on all levels. The Hungarian university in
Kolozsvar/Cluj was dissolved from one day to another,
Hungarian academic entities being transferred under
the competence of the Romanian university founded in
Kolozsvar/Clujin 1919.

The inventor of the first central
telephone switchboard, Tiva-
dar Puskas was Transylvanian
Hungarian as well.

Educational policies now

After the fall of the communist régime the historical
Hungarian school system was slow to recover as by that
time entire generations appeared among the Romanian
community educated in a spirit less than tolerant towards
Hungarian culture and the use of Hungarian. The policy of
the RMDSZ succeeded in regaining the Hungarian schools
of old. The Kolozsvar/Cluj Hungarian University is not
restored yet nevertheless the Romanian university has
accepted parallel Hungarian faculties. Owing to a long
and tedious political bargain the Hungarian community
of almost one and a half million members benefits again
from a varied and modern Hungarian educational system.
Nevertheless the right of the Hungarian community in
Romania to organize under the circumstances of cultural
autonomy its own educational system based on the gen-
eral Romanian laws on education is still not clarified.

TIVADAR MAGYARI
Deputy Secretary-General of the RMDSZ
Department for Education
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The Hungarian Youth Council of Romania (MIERT) was established as a result of the institutionalization of the rela-
tionships between the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ, the first Romanian member of the EPP)

and the Hungarian youth organizations in Romania.

p==== ver since its establishment, the MIERT has been
committed to the process of democratization in
=== Romania and the protection of human and mi-
nority rights in our country. Based on European
w— CeNnter-right values, our policy pays an extra
amount of attention to the special needs of our commu-
nity in Romania.

Representing the interests of the Hungarian youth
in Romania is a mutual aim and, as such, it can only be
accomplished through conjugated efforts that need to
be triggered by a cooperation duly grounded on a con-
tinuous and institutionalized connection. Therefore, the
Hungarian Youth Conference in Romania came into being
on the 9™ of March, 2002.

Actively involved in the programs of the YEPP, as
well as in the dissemination of the center-right values in
Romania, the MIERT has been an associated member of
YEPP since 2010.

Basic principles

e Openness

The MIERT not only supports new initiatives but it assists
the self-structuring of the Hungarian youth diaspora, too.

* Professionalism
Professionalism is regarded by the MIERT as a top prior-
ity when it comes to tasks and obligations.

* Partnership

Cooperation and mutual support between the MIERT and
the RMDSZ is a common aim. However, the MIERT and

its member organizations have been proven as willing

to make good use of their structures and institutions

in order to influence the way youth interests are being
represented in Romania.

ntroduction of MIERT

* Duties

It encourages any initiatives meant to reveal the inter-
ests and demands of the Hungarian youth and its orga-
nizations in Romania (organization of forums, ordering of
surveys and polls).

It offers a framework for discussions covering a great
variety of problems by involving all the engaged politi-
cal, public and civilian forums.

It plays an important role while representing the in-
terests of the youth in its relationship with the RMDSZ;
it prepares decisions; it participates in the consultation
and reporting process on draft laws concerning the
youth strategy of the RMDSZ.

Major events

¢ EU Tabor (EU Camp)

The EU Tdbor is an EU thematic summer school and it
is the largest professional and public summer event of
the MIERT. Any ongoing public and professional topics
of the EU and Romania are being tackled during this
camp. Moreover, the young participants of the camp
are given the opportunity to spend a couple of days in
the mountains and enjoy the benefits of the hosting
leisure centre. In 2012, the EU Camp has been organized
in cooperation with the Kés Karoly Academy (KKA), the
Center for European Studies (CES) and the MIERT.

* Félsziget Fesztival (Peninsula Festival)

The MIERT is co-organizer to the Félsziget Fesztivd -
Festivalul Peninsula, the largest festival in Romania. The
MIERT Tent is there to be active all through the festival,
giving room to various public events, presentations and
tournaments meant to the entertain the festival-goers.

* MIERT Akadémia (The MIERT Academy)

Already regarded as a “historical” event with the MIERT,
the Academy focuses on professional issues that have
any connection whatsoever with the Hungarian youth
in Romania. This event involves a rather small circle of
participants, as well as acknowledged guests from the
professional and public life.

« Various conferences and trainings

The above events offer the opportunity to youth or-
ganization leaders to develop their skills, to exchange
their experiences and increase the effectiveness of their
activities.



Media
Winner

edia Winner is a national talent contest
organized by the RMDSZ and Transindex
(Romanian Hungarian news portal). Its aim is
to discover and promote young Transylvanian
Hungarian talents of impressive skills with
noteworthy artistic performances. By discovering and
supporting these young people the program is meant
to boost Transylvanian cultural events, to promote the
talents in the region and to prove that the concept of
stardom is not unfamiliar here.

By definition the Media Winner offers the possibility
of public performance to young artists who otherwise
could not get to perform on stage and to put their talents
to contest. The renowned judges of the competition
help contestants in developing their talents, in promoting
their work and in building an artistic career. Several of the
young talents presented on stage during Media Winner
are by now famous on national or even international level.

The contest has reached its fourth edition in 2012

(the first three editions ranged from 2004 to 2006) and

was a hit with performers and audiences both. Over 280
artists performed in the local, regional and national audi-
tions of the contest viewed by a total audience of 3500

live and over 111 000 viewers online.
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epsiszentgyodrgy/Sfantu Gheorghe, the biggest city inhabited by a Hungarian majority in Romania is becom-
ing an increasingly livable city. The youth studying in its famous colleges have more and more opportunities
in their home town; therefore many young people choose to stay in their native city after graduating uni-
versity. This is possible due to a dynamic and open local authority led by mayor Arpad Antal - that ensures
opportunities to those who plan their future in Szeklerland.

Arpad Antal:

iImplementing Cohabitation
Models for the Integrity
of ach Citizen's Cultural

and Linguistic Rights

You were elected mayor first in 2008, then again
in 2012 with an overwhelming majority of the
votes: you received two and a half times more
votes than previously. What is the key of becom-
ing a successful and valued mayor?

Itis imperative for the elected official to take the job
he was elected for, seriously. | believe that those who
trusted me with their vote, wanted a more livable Sep-
siszentgyorgy/Sfantu Gheorghe. This is the job | took
on and this is what | will work for in the upcoming term
as well. 1am fully convinced that in a blossoming and
developing city the inhabitants need to be presented
a positive concept of the city’s future. Therefore we
don't only build our town in a physical sense, but also in
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a psychological one. We are forging a community where
everyone is responsible for himself and for others.
Above all, for this a family-friendly environment is con-
sequential and we also need to pay special attention for
developments to be environmentally safe, given the way
environment friendly facilities are becoming increasingly
important in a sustainable urban medium.

What fields Sepsiszentgyérgy/Sfdantu Gheorghe
needs to develop in order to become a successful
municipality?

All fields, starting from infrastructure to community
building, given that modernising the infrastructure en-
hances people’s comfort, while community building lays
down the bases for a positive future-concept. These to-
gether can ensure a city to be pleasant and livable. But
it is important to note that a municipality in East-Europe,
in Romania, is far from being a self-governance in the
true sense of the word, meaning it would literally 'self-
govern' itself. Therefore it matters enormously what
sort of relationship the leadership of the municipality
has with the incumbent central government, given that
Romania is a robustly centralized state. The fact that
the RMDSZ has been a governing force in various inter-
vals was very useful, since in the last decades Romanian
governments in power treated Hungarian inhabited
regions as second class settlements, due to their ethnic



component. Nowadays, when the
RMDSZ is in opposition, it is easy to
notice the economic boycott the Ro-
manian government applies towards
Szeklerland's settlements.

How do you see the situation
of the Romanian municipali-
ties and what sort of changes
do you think should be imple-
mented?

In the last 22 years we have
experienced a duality in the attitude
of the central government: they
talk a lot about decentralization and
about the importance of subsidiar-
ity, however real decentralization is
fully lacking from Romania. This can
be explained in part by the fact that
Romanian governments are reluc-
tant to give wider competences to
Hungarian inhabited regions. Now,
the central government cannot solve
people’s everyday problems, it is too
far away for that. Hence, | believe
Romania needs to be decentral-
ized, in such a way that it would be
based on a partnership of munici-
palities, and before all: the process
should not be the result of a political
decision. If all the above are imple-
mented, | am convinced that Roma-
nia becomes a far more efficient and
competitive country in Europe.

You’ve mentioned the ‘ethnic
component’ of the region. What
does this mean more specifical-
ly, and what sort of challenges

does it represent for a mayor of
an ethnically diverse city?

Our city and region is inhabited
by an overwhelming ethnic Hungar-
ian, Hungarian speaking majority,
alongside a significant Romanian
and Rroma community. From this
results that the leadership of the
City needs to take into account the
needs and expectations of all local
ethnic groups; this is the only way
to create a lasting sense of comfort
for the people living here. There-
fore cohabitation models ensuring
cultural and linguistic rights for all
Citizens need to be implemented.
Thus, the municipality pays special
attention to bilingualism and to the
cultures of the respective nationali-
ties. Our city spends most on culture
in entire Romania, so in a way we
could say that from a cultural stand-
point Szeklerland is among Europe’s
prominent regions.

What is that particular ‘plus’
that Sepsiszentgyorgy/Sfdntu
Gheorghe can offer, in compari-
son to other cities in Romania?

It is safe to say that our city has
a splendid location, in a spectacular
environment, on the inner side of
the Carpathian curb, in fact on the
very border between Western and
€astern Christianity. Our region is
one of the richest ones in mineral
water in entire Central-Eastern Eu-
rope, with more than 3000 mineral
water springs. Hence spa culture is
very common in Szeklerland, a lot
of people visit us due to our heal-
ing springs. As we are re-building
our city, it becomes ever more

civilised and pretty, up to European
standards. While busy and dynamic,
it has kept its human scale and
familiarity. Creating quality is a
principle that we always take into
account and we also pay attention
to a fair balance of aesthetics and
functionality when rehabilitating
our city. This is what makes Sep-
siszentgyorgy/Sfantu Gheorghe a
truly pleasant and livable place.

Is it more difficult for a mayor
that is a member of the Hungar-
ian minority to be successful

in comparison to another that
is a member of the Romanian
majority?

It is not more difficult, it is far
more difficult! (He laughs). Looking
back to my school years, my parents
and my teachers always told me that
for a Hungarian it is twice as difficult
to prevail in Romania, therefore we
need to study and work twice as
much. Yes, it is far more difficult to
run a city as a Hungarian, no ques-
tion about it, because the problems
we encounter are far more complex.
Very often state institutions are
working against the municipality: for
example we have countless prob-
lems concerning implementing bilin-
gualism and we are also too often
obstructed from using our national
symbols freely. Under these circum-
stances | can honestly say, my job
is not easy, but with faith, strength
and tenacious work one can move
mountains. We believe that our hard
work will eventually result in our
region becoming one of the most
appealing ones in Europe.
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The Family
N Focus

he receding demographic tendencies re-

vealed in the results of the 2011 Romanian

census have called attention to the neces-

sity of elaborating an efficient system that

would offer families support. Consequently
in December 2011 the RMDSZ has launched the family
policy initiative entitled Cooperation for a Hungarian
Future.

“"Family Friendly Communities” is a series of
programs announced on local level within the initiative
combined with a program for the elaboration of a pack-
age of policies encouraging family life and the raising
of children.

On May the 15 for the first time the RMDSZ
awarded local governments who made efforts for con-
structing family friendly communities and offered best
practices in the field of improving the living standards
of families with several children and of developing pro-
grams for children and youth. In the same spirit, these
authorities followed in the development of settlements
the criteria of the “Family Friendly Communities” pro-
gram and incorporated into their 2012 local budget the
financing of young people ready to found a family and
start having children and during the whole process they
cooperated with NGOs, with youth and church organiza-
tions.
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This year twenty local governments were given
the title of Family Friendly Community. Among the
awarded settlements the case of Gyergyéremete/
Remetea is outstanding as the local government here
spent almost 2 million ROL (443.000 EUR) for family
friendly programs during last year. The settlement has a
tradition of family friendly programs and of cooperation
with NGOs. The local authorities are financing services
and programs that meet the needs of the community.
Such programs are the family aid program, the medical
care at home program, the local administrative service,
programs for disabled children, food service program
and after-school program. The local government pays
attention to the quality of medical services and of the
local system of education and it also offers support for
big families.

Sepsiszentgyoérgy/Sfantu Gheorghe has allocated
200.000 RON (45.000 EUR) in its budget to family
friendly programs available to NGOs as well. The local
government pays great attention to the maintenance
and development of kindergarten and school buildings,
to the construction of new sports grounds and playing
grounds. They have begun the construction of a day-
nursery for 60 children. For a safer environment for
mothers with baby carriages, when reconstructing the
side-walks in the city, they were relieved of obstacles.



The Council of Hargita/Harghita County supports
family friendly programs everywhere in the county.
They have supported a series of Mother and child
programs such as Baby Week, Childbirth Week, Training
for Delivery, Labor-Coach (Doula) Training, Children’s
Day and Mothers’ Week. The Council runs a Playground
program for the establishment of modern, safe and
environment-friendly playgrounds in cooperation with
local governments. The Council supports village admin-
istration programs aimed ad providing health- and social
care services for persons living in isolated settlements
of county Hargita/Harghita in cooperation with mayor's
offices and civil organizations.

Further programs: health care and social care at
home, cultural and historical tours as well as mountain
walks in the Szekler region.

The local government of Nagyszalonta/Salonta
runs a series of family friendly programs. Some of these
are the education and training of local disabled youth,
the operation of the St. Anthony Boarding School, the
support of the local Union for Social and Health Care and
of the local Social Canteen. The local government has
lately inaugurated a new, modern and safe playground
and it supports the organization of a sports camp and a
handicraft club in the town.

Awarded local governments:
Gyergyoremete/Remetea,
Székelyudvarhely/

Odorheiu Secuiesc, the

Council of County Hargita/
Harghita, Sepsiszentgyorgy/
Sfantu Gheorghe, Vargyas/
Varghis, Szaszrégen/Reghin,
Nyaradszereda/Miercurea
Nirajului, Marossarpatak/Glodeni,
Kraszna/Crasna, Szilagycseh/
Cehu Silvaniei, Sarmasag/
Sarmasag, Szilagyperecsen/
Pericei, Tordaszentlaszlo/
Savadisla, Szatmarnémeti/Satu-
Mare, Kolcs/Culciu, Alsélugas/
Lugasu de Jos, Nagyszalonta/
Salonta, Biharfélegyhaza/Rosiori,
Kisiratos/Dorobanti

and Zsombolya/Jimbolia.

o
]

2
(5



DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE OF

HUNGARIANS IN ROMANIA

mother of two children, a successful businesswoman, president to the Council of Representatives of the
Alliance and vice-mayor for ten years of Nagyvarad/Oradea, one of the most important cities in Romania.
For years in a row now Rozalia Bir6é has been among the outstanding politicians of the RMDSZ and among
the women who by their presence and work add color and value to the life of the Alliance.

Mom's Work is Important
for the Community

You have been a member of the Bihar/Bihor
county organization of the RMDSZ since 1991 but
you have undertaken an active role in the Alli-
ance in 1999. What arguments made you take
such a step?

The fact that we have managed to construct a suc
cessful business from scrap with my partner gave me
confidence and convinced me one needed to do things
for the benefit of the community as well. Living as a
minority requires it that several members of the com-
munity be prepared to do things for that community
to grow and prosper. Such communities should always
voice their special expectations. In regions where
Hungarians live in majority groups, this voice is easily
heard but in places where we are under 40-50% expec-
tations need to be clearly formulated and consistently
and deliberately pursued. My experience in Nagyvdrad/
Oradea and county Bihar/Bihor taught me this: active
people are very much needed. Last but not least one is
inclined to think differently after having started a family
and having had children. In such situations one focuses
not only on one's own present and future but on his or
her children’s present and future as well. Our only option
for a decent future here in Romania is to feel at home
on our native land and to be able to be accomplished and
lead a satisfactory life as Hungarians. For that we need
to secure certain conditions and frames.

Is it a challenge for women to be in politics?

For a woman to be successful in politics, she needs
to work a lot, she needs a great team and she also needs
energy, good spirit and perseverance. | had a great team
to support me while the expectations of the community
have designed my lot of work. From the very begin-
ning it was my aim to succeed, to give my utmost to
the community. Concerning perseverance | can only say
| am extremely bad at giving up. Let us also mention
self-confidence: it plays a significant role for any woman
who wishes to build a successful career in politics. When
it comes to being confident, us, women are perhaps a
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bit disabled by which | do not wish to imply we have

no self-confidence but to say that our self-confidence

is of a different kind when compared to that of men. In
exchange, we do boast a series of qualities, skills and
abilities to benefit from better than our gentleman col-
leagues could. And here | am thinking of our ability to
make compromises for instance. When you enter politics
in Romania as a Hungarian, efficient representation is a
result of political debates, dialogue and yes, compromise.
This is where women are needed. Women can simultane-
ously read more signals such as details and non-verbal
feed-back and this can be of enormous help during ne-
gotiation. Their more empathic nature also creates good
opportunities for ladies. | think our psychological assets
make it quite possible for us to play a successful role as
politicians.

You are president to the Council of Representa-
tives of the Alliance, the highest decision-making
body in the Alliance between two Congresses. Is
your position stimulating for your lady colleagues
at the start of their career?

The fact that | am president to the CRA shows that
it is possible for women to reach a high status within




the Alliance. The Alliance is actually famous for its
teamwork. If we are prepared to consistently work as
members of a team, we can reach surprisingly high of-
fices. As|seeit, there are more than a few ambitious
and erudite young ladies among our colleagues at the
Alliance. This is of utmost importance as the women'’s
platforms and organizations of the Alliance are far
from well organized if compared to the situation of
women in other Romanian parties but the represen-
tation is still powerful. As | have mentioned it, the
Alliance is rather focused on teamwork. | consider this
is an advantage to us, as contributions from politician
men and women add up to a whole. My young lady
colleagues are quite interested to discover the know-
how behind a political career. Well, this know-how
consists of, as | said, work, perseverance, energy and

For a woman to be successful in
politics, she needs to work a lot,
she needs a great team and she
also needs energy, good spirit
and perseverance.

confidence. My office held in the Alliance might en-
courage young women to undertake a political career
before or after having founded a family. But in order
to do this one also needs support from that family.

In our times of economic and social crisis the politi-
cal activity of socially sensitive women is extremely
welcome.

How can you harmonize family life and a career in
politics? What is Biré Rozdlia, the mother like?
One can marry a career in politics with family
life but in order to do that one needs the support of
one’s partner and children. My son Barni is twelve, my
daughter Bernadett is nine and a half years old. | have
entered politics twelve years ago after | gave birth to
my son. Without the partner | have found in my hus-
band who sometimes even acted as a mother to our
children | couldn’t have reached the position | am in to-
day. The same is valid for my children who have always
stood up for me. Such a life-style generates a great
amount of tension and this has to be compensated for
with precious but short quality time spent together.
Concerning the kind of mother | am | think my daughter
characterized me quite well in one of her second-grade
compositions: my mother is beautiful, my mother is
sometimes tired, my mother gives me a hug and reads
me a story when she comes home and she consoles
me if | cry. | think their image of me is more realistic
than anything | could say. | am a rather exigent mom.
As | have experienced it, life consists of a series of
difficulties and only those trained from early childhood
to work hard, be consistent and have an open mind can
deal with it. My image as part of a family also depends
on the way my husband has formed it. | couldn’t count
the times he quieted our crying, indignant children
down while | was away. He told them mom'’s work was
important for the community, he told them mom was
expected to go and meet people and talk to them. |
think this completes the image of Biré Rozalia, the
mother.
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‘Karoly Kos Academy”
Foundation - An Institution

Tor Sc
Research

entific Iraining and

he “Karoly Kés Academy” Foundation (KKA) is the institute for scientific research of the Democratic Alli-
ance of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ) established in February 2010. The aim of the Hungarian institu-
tion founded two years ago in Romania is to serve as a political and ideological forum in Transylvania and
the region and to offer space for dialogue, ideological debate and for the presentation of political programs.
Its activity is related to the concepts of nation and national identity, to the position of these concepts in
this region and in the European Union, to the dilemmas of minority life and to the challenges of Romania’s European
integration. Furthermore, the KKA intends to play a decisive role in the training of young politicians and in providing

for the supply of Hungarian politicians in Romania.

The Structure of the Foundation
The founders of the “Karoly Kés Academy” Foundation

are: senator Béla Mark@, former president of the RMDSZ,

president of the “Kdroly Kés Academy” Foundation, Csaba

Takacs, president of the Board of the Communitas Foun-

dation and Hunor Kelemen, president of the RMDSZ.
Further members of the Board of Directors are Péter

Kovacs, Secretary General to the RMDSZ, managing

director of the “Kdroly Kés Academy” Foundation and dr.

Attila Szasz, mandatory editor in chief of the Hungarian

Broadcast of Radio Tg. Mures.

The Board relies on the Academic Council gather-

ing Transylvanian professors, researchers and experts.

Members of the Academic Council:

dr. Gyérgy Gaal, high school and university teacher,
field of research: Hungarian literature, culture and
civilization in Transylvania;

Csilla Hegediis, Vice Secretary General for Culture of
the RMDSZ, director of the Transylvania Trust Foun-
dation;

dr. Istvan Horvath, president of the National Institute
for Research on Minorities;

dr. Jacint Juhasz, vice-dean of the Faculty of Economy
of the Kolozsvar/Cluj Babes-Bolyai University;

dr. Magor Kadar, lecturer at the Political Science, Public
Administration and Communication Faculty of the
Kolozsvar/Cluj Babes-Bolyai University;
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dr. Lajos Kantor, literary historian, editor in chief of the
Korunk cultural review;

dr. Attila Varga, MP, senior lecturer at the Political Sci-
ence, Public Administration and Communication Fac-
ulty of the Kolozsvar/Cluj Babes-Bolyai University;

Istvan Székely, Vice Secretary General for Social Orga-
nization of the RMDSZ, politologue;

dr. Marton Tonk, dean of the Kolozsvar/Cluj Faculty of
the Sapientia Hungarian University of Transylvania;

dr. Anna Kés, dean of the Marosvdsarhely/Tg. Mures
University of Arts;

dr. Andras Béres, philosopher, aesthete, lecturer at the
Marosvasdrhely/Tg. Mures University of Arts;

dr. Attila Gasparik CEO of the Marosvasarhely/Tg.
Mures National Theatre, associate professor at the
Marosvasdrhely/Tg. Mures University of Arts;

Andras Ferenc Kovacs, writer, translator, editor in chief
of the Ldtd literary review;

dr. Tivadar Magyari, Vice Secretary General for Educa-
tion of the RMDSZ, vice dean of the Faculty of Sociol-
ogy and Social Work of the Kolozsvar/Cluj Babes-
Bolyai University.

The Objective of the Foundation

The general objectives of the Kés Karoly Academy
Foundation are the following: to support the modern-
ization process of the centre-right, to consolidate and
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develop the Romanian democracy, to protect the rights

of the national minorities and to organize activities that
target the development of human resources and educa-
tion more efficiently. Other specific objectives range

from elaborating and coordinating programs concerning
scientific research and education, supporting activities
regarding the protection, preservation and development
of the national minorities’ identity in Romania, as well as
elaborating and applying strategies that regulate the pro-
tection of the national minorities’ individual and collective
rights and providing scholarships and training courses.

Activities, Events
Centre for European Studies - CES Membership
Beside political presence, the representation of Hun-
garian interests in Romania is both professionally and
scientifically integrated into the activity of the greater
European political party-group. In May 2012 the Centre
for European Studies - CES seated in Brussels and acting
as a research institute for the European People’s Party
has accepted the membership of the KKA.

EU Camp

In the spirit of its educational profile, the academy
has for three times provided expertise for the EU youth
camp organized by the Hungarian Youth Conference
(MIERT) and the Sapientia Hungarian University of Tran-
sylvania.

Constructing Transylvania - Training for Commu-
nity Leaders

With support from the RMDSZ and the Hungarian
Youth Conference, the Karoly Kés Academy has orga-
nized a training session of 18 months in various regions
in Transylvania. The training offers courses on commu-
nity leadership, on campaigning, on campaign manage-
ment and on communication for local government candi-
dates. The training is designed to produce a young elite
group of 50-60 individuals harmoniously cooperating in
Transylvania, a group that would assume a determining
role in establishing a future image and mission for the
community, a group that would, through its activity, con-
tribute to a more efficient representation of the Hungar-
ian community in Romania and would organize the public
life of this community on an expert level.

The Establishment of the Hungarian Center for
Media, Culture and Science in Kolozsvadr/Cluj

The Hungarian Center for Media, Culture and Science
opened on the 13" of October 2011 in Kolozsvar/Cluj.
The Center hosts scientific, cultural and media programs
organized by the Minerva Cultural Association and by
the KKA.
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The Kolozsvadr/Cluj Bookfest

In June 2012 the Union of Hungarian Publishing
Houses, the General Secretariat of the RMDSZ and the
Hungarian Book Guild in Romania organized the sec-
ond edition of Kolozsvar/Cluj Bookfest. The Karoly Kés
Academy contributed to the organization of the great-
est Transylvanian event centered on Hungarian writers,
poets and books.

Media cooperation, book presentations

With the title Kdroly Kés Academy and in partner-
ship with the Transylvanian Hungarian Television the
Foundation has initiated a series of dialogues between
experts and scientists dealing with various issues con-
cerning the Hungarian community in Romania. These are
conference-like debates acted out in front of an audi-
ence, recorded and broadcasted by the Transylvanian
Hungarian Television (ETV).

In 2011 the Karoly Kés Academy became the owner
of the intellectual product Erdélyi Riport (Transylvanian
Reportage) and assigned the company Riport Kiadé with
the publishing of the review. The review Erdélyi Riport is
now a weekly publication.
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The KKA has organized successful book presenta-
tions in various settlements in Romania. A few titles:
Gusztav Lang Dsida Jend ésszegydjtétt versei (Collected
Poems by Jené Dsida), Kényv, grafika, kényvm(vészet Er-
délyben (1919-2011) (Book, Graphic Art and Tipography
in Transylvania 1919-2011), Lajos Kantor: Konglomerdt
(Erdély) (Conglomerate. Transylvania) and the literary
evening by Béla Marké Térfoglaldstdl visszabontdsig
(From Settling In to Demolition).

CONTACT:
Bucharest Seat:
050542 Bucharest, Lister str, no 57, 5" district
phone: 021 410 03 56
0214100353

Marosvasarhely/Tg. Mures Seat:
540099 Tg. Mures, Ulciorului / Kdcsog str, no 4
phone: 0265-210020

Kolozsvar/Cluj Seat:
400489 Cluj, Republicii / Majalis str, no 60
phone: 0264-590758



Our Aim: a Strong Hungarian
Community in Transylvania

eside politically representing the Hungarian
community in Romania, the Democratic Alliance
of Hungarians in Romania (RMDSZ) contributes
to organizing the social life of the community.
The Alliance supports Transylvanian Hungarian
non-governmental organizations aimed at preserving
the traditions of the community, cultural and scientific
organizations and organizations working in the field of
interethnic relations. It also supports Hungarian printed
and electronic media, the publishing business, especially
the publishing of contemporary authors. It finances
artistic institutions, theatres and opera houses, youth,
recreational and sports events and the cultivation of tal-
ents. It offers scholarships to young professional artists.

The RMDSZ is the only formation
in Romanian political life to
distribute part of its own budget
through calls for projects.

Since 2003 the Alliance has allocated significant
sums of money to publishing books in Hungarian, to
organizing youth and sports events and scientific ses-
sions or trainings, it has contributed to the financing of
conference trips abroad by young professionals, it has
supported the functioning of cultural centers for small
Hungarian communities and of educational centers in
such communities, it has offered scholarships to writers,
artists, musicians and filmmakers.

The RMDSZ has delegated the management of proj-
ects to the Communitas Foundation and its eight special
bodies: the Board for Youth, the Publishing Board, the
Cultural Board, the Scholarship Board, the Media Board,
the Sports Board, the Board for Diaspora Communities,
the Travel Support Board. The board members are Hun-
garian Romanian professional artists, writers, poets, aca-
demic teachers and renowned personalities of cultural
and scientific life. The president of the Advisory Board
of the Communitas Foundation is Csaba Takacs.

Did you know that...?
e we have supported the publishing of 920 books
e we have contributed to the functioning of 107 Hun-
garian Houses (cultural centers)

we have offered travel support for 1091 priests in
small Hungarian communities

we have supported the 699 conference travels of
323 persons

we have financed 3339 NGOs, such as the Hungar-
ian Opera House in Kolozsvar/Cluj, the Hungarian
Theatre in Kolozsvar/Cluj, the Szekler Museum of
Csik/Ciuc, the Déva/Deva St. Francisc Foundation, the
Maltese Charity Service, the Sapientia Foundation,
the Zoltan Kallés Foundation

we have supported the organization of 9344 pro-
grams such as the ALTER-NATIVE International Short
Film Festival, the deCAMERon International Chamber
Music Festival, the Csik/Ciuc International Minijazz
Festival, the Harmonia Cordis International Classic
Guitar Festival, the FILM.DOK Hungarian-Romanian
Documentary Film Festival, the Saint Stephen’s-day
International Folk Dance Meeting, the Castle Days in
Bonchida/Bontida.

during the last decade we have awarded 300 schol-
arships for young artists.
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"We Can Play Evanescence Back
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Actor, singer, poet, publicist,
photographer: Rébert Laczké
Vass. Have I forgotten anything?

Too many tags, but still: I also am
a cult-tourist and a practicing god-
father. My “godson”, Patience Anditi,
lives in a small Kenyan village on the
isle of Rusinga. | support the costs
of his education within the limits of
my possibilities. I would really like to
visit and get to know him. He is my
only godson. | only have “de facto”
goddaughters here.

Could one classify your avatars?

Their rank always depends on
the tasks, possibilities and chances
of the moment but the stage is my
true love.

According to your CV you were
trained as an elementary school
teacher, you have even practiced
this profession for a year. | won-
der what kind of an elementary
school teacher Rébert Laczko
Vass was...

A rebellious one. | tried to widen
the educational limits obligatory
then, the limits | grew out of on A
level. | started out with a class of
shy and innocent kids. Then all sorts
of strange things happened to them.
We held our nature classes outside,
in the open. At Christmas we went
singing from door to door in several
blocks of flats. We organized recit-
ing contests for elementary-school
children. Along with a few friends
we wrote a children’s musical for
the kids to play in. We visited the
mines. We studied much more than
the syllabus required - especially
reading, writing and counting. And
still not enough, considering the
reading and writing problems of
pupils in higher grades today. But
surprisingly enough those kids
were happier with the difficult task
than their worrying parents. | was
far from being an accomplished
pedagogue nevertheless | still 